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Quadruple victory for NSU Type 6/60 PS racing car at
the German Grand Prix on the AVUS circuit

e The first six-cylinder engine from Neckarsulm was used for racing in 1926

e 150 years of the traditional brand: Series with classics and one-of-a-kinds
from NSU’s model history - Episode 9

Neckarsulm, November 29, 2023 - The NSU brand and motorsports are an alliance with
tradition, not to mention numerous highlights and, above all, emotions. A quadruple victory
by the white supercharged six-cylinder cars in their class at the first German Grand Prix on the
AVUS circuit in Berlin in 1926 stands out in the story of NSU racing between the two world
wars. In this ninth episode on the history of NSU to mark the brand’s 150th anniversary, Audi
Tradition presents the pre-war NSU Type 6/60 PS racing car.

NSU participated in international automobile races as early as 1908. The company’s
participation in the 1909 Prince Henry Tour — and numerous endurance and reliability races —
was a great success. After World War I, the Automobil-Verkehrs- und UbungsstraRe (AVUS)
opened in Berlinin 1921. The circuit, which was closed to public traffic until 1940, served as the
first race and test track in Germany to demonstrate the competitiveness of the country’s
automotive industry. A “small” NSU, the NSU 8/24 PS, won its class at the first AVUS race in
September 1921. The basic design of the racing version was the same as the production model;
all the Neckarsulm-based company had to do was modify the car slightly to create an open-top
racing two-seater.

The company, then known as Neckarsulmer Fahrzeugwerke Aktiengesellschaft, returned to the
drawing board and developed the NSU Type 6/60 PS specifically for racing. This racing car was

NSU’s first six-cylinder model. The “6” designated its “tax horsepower”, which was necessary for
classification in its tax class. The open two-seater had an output of 60 PS and weighed 830
kilograms (7,830 [b) with a top speed of 175 km/h (109 mph). It was built in 1925 and 1926 -
regulations of the time meant it came only in white, the designated color for German racing.

In 1925, the Neckarsulm-based company entered one of the new six-cylinder supercharged
racing cars in the 450-kilometer International Taunus Race - and won. The following year, NSU
celebrated a highly acclaimed quadruple victory with the NSU Type 6/60 PS at the first “1926
German Grand Prix” in the 1.5-liter class at the AVUS on July 11, taking fifth place overall.
Organized by the AvD, the Automobile Club of Germany, the Grand Prix was the motorsport
event of the year in 1926, with about a quarter of a million spectators making the pilgrimage to
the AVUS. They were rewarded with a race that is unsurpassed for drama and tragedy. During
training, a fatal accident occurred. The race was plagued with heavy rain, making the track
increasingly slippery lap by lap. The number of retirements increased, and in the end, only 17
cars made it to the finish line.
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The secret to the success of the NSU racing cars was their new in-line six-cylinder engine: The
engine proved to be robust and reliable over the entire distance of more than 400 kilometers -
and so the first four places in the “F” class, the class up to 1,500cc, went to NSU. Back home in
Neckarsulm, the victorious team was given an enthusiastic welcome at the NSU plant:
Employees and then directors Fritz Gehr and Georg Schwarz congratulated the drivers, who then
took their racing cars on a publicity tour to Heilbronn and Stuttgart. The success of the NSU Type
6/60 PS on the racetrack led to the decision in Neckarsulm to develop a new car that would fit
into the then-popular 6 PS tax class, the NSU 6/30 PS. The six-cylinder engine derived directly
from a racing engine was a real novelty. The new car was delivered to dealerships at the end of
1927. But it was only built until the end of 1928. After that, NSU ceased production and
concentrated on its technological successor, the NSU Type 7/34 PS.

NSU Type 6/60 PS: One of the rarest vehicles in the Audi collection

“It is a great stroke of luck and a story in itself that we now have one of these rare 1926 Grand
Prix cars in Audi’s historical vehicle collection,” says Timo Witt, who is responsible for the
collection at Audi Tradition. One of the NSU 6/60 PS racing cars found its way to Berlin by
unknown means, where a car enthusiast bought itin 1931 for 150 reichsmarks. On June 4,
1932, according to information on the vehicle’s original tax card, the Berliner was permitted to
drive the former racing car on public roads. However, the authorities revoked their permitin
1937, believing the vehicle to be too loud. And so the owner of this rarity set to work: With plans
to overhaul the car, he dismantled the NSU 6/60 PS.

The project came to a halt with the outbreak of WWII. In 1945, Russian soldiers discovered the
car’s heap of parts and wanted to confiscate it. However, they quickly realized that assembling
the vehicle was too complex a task. Thus, the NSU 6/60 PS remained in Germany in its
dismantled state. The owner of the rarity continued working on restoring it but ultimately could
not get a road permit. The Berliner kept the former racing car in his garage for many years until
he decided to sell it in 1965. He wrote to NSU that he wanted to return the former racing car to
the plant. A trade was quickly agreed upon: The savior of the unique vehicle, so valuable to NSU’s
racing history, was given a brand new NSU Type 110. Back at the plant, it took trainees five
months to restore the supercharged racing car. They removed the fenders and lights, restoring
the bodywork, which had been painted red at some point, to its original racing white. Today, this
NSU Type 6/60 PS is one of the oldest and rarest cars in Audi’s historical vehicle collection.

Each month during the year of NSU’s 150th anniversary, Audi Tradition presents a different
NSU model, including brand classics on both two and four-wheels, prototypes, and one-of-a-
kind models. If you want to delve deeper into the complex product history of the traditional NSU
brand, we recommend the Audi Tradition Edition book “NSU-Automobile. Typen - Technik -
Modelle”, written by Klaus Arth and published by Delius Klasing Verlag.
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The Audi logo consisting of the four rings symbolizes the Audi, DKW, Horch, and Wanderer brands, which
were merged into Auto Union in 1932. Auto Union and NSU merged in 1969 and played a major role in
shaping the development of the automobile. Finally, in 1985, Audi NSU Auto Union AG became AUDI AG.
Since 1998, Audi Tradition/Auto Union GmbH, together with NSU GmbH, has been maintaining and
presenting Audi’s extensive and wide-ranging history. The Audi museum mobile at the Audi Forum Ingolstadt
is open from Monday to Friday between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. and on Saturdays, Sundays, and public
holidays from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The August Horch Museum Zwickau is open Tuesday through Sunday
from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. AUDI AG and the city of Zwickau each hold a 50 percent stake in August Horch
Museum Zwickau gGmbH. www.audi.de/tradition

Audi Tradition supports the work of Audi Club International e.V. (ACI). The umbrella organization officially
recognized by AUDI AG represents all of the Audi brand clubs as well as the clubs of the predecessor brands
of today’s AUDI AG. For more information, please visit www.audi-club-international.de

The Audi Group is one of the most successful manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium
and luxury segment. The brands Audi, Bentley, Lamborghini, and Ducati produce at 21 locations in 12
countries. Audi and its partners are present in more than 100 markets worldwide.

In 2022, the Audi Group delivered 1.61 million Audi vehicles, 15,174 Bentley vehicles, 9,233 Lamborghini
vehicles, and 61,562 Ducati motorcycles to customers. In the 2022 fiscal year, AUDI Group achieved a total
revenue of €61.8 billion and an operating profit of €7.6 billion. Worldwide, more than 87,000 people worked
for the Audi Group in 2022, over 54,000 of them at AUDI AG in Germany. With its attractive brands, new
models, innovative mobility offerings and groundbreaking services, the group is systematically pursuing its
path toward becoming a provider of sustainable, individual, premium mobility.
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